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ZGINS OF THE BAI: ARAITON 


1. TEIQUIN'S CONTRIBUTION 
y 
JAMES A. MALCOM. 


In order to give the history of the Balfour Decleratian 
tt would’ seen necessary to explain why the Jewieh problem and 
Bontet espirations sor self-enancipevion in Palestine were 
Br'interest to ne and how if fell to ny lot to meet Dr. Velee 
han and to inttiete the negotiatione which, culminated in the 
Publication of that historic charter of Jewieh national reaurg- 
mee. 


Wy family, which 19 of armenian stock, has been #1 
‘For two centuri 


and was always clo 2. 
Persia and the Arabien littoral of the Pereian Gulf and the 
Indian Ocean. We acted for the British Government in verious 
‘capacities in those parte. Por instance, we were fiscal 
‘agente and during the Napoleonic ware we acted ns treasurers to 
Britien Iiesione to the sheh of Pers: iy father and mother 
were married on board a Dritieh man-of-war by the Dritieh 
‘known and import= 
from Sasoun 
‘the 


Fepecity of the then sent-inde 
jain hidden in our home in Dushire f 
arrmgenents could be made to put th 
fon borrd one of our "Dhows™ et night 
For many decedee the Jews in Southern Persin always look 
family for protection and sonetines hundreds of then 
jpacious courtyarde of our ho 
‘1e0 eonetines noted as agente for 
‘who sent us money for distribution anonget 
‘the indigent membere of the Jewieh community, This was done 
dy-our cashiere who were ll Jews and who had full charge of 
(there were no banks in 


ety and oactuary in th 
in Dushire ena shi 


It was theretore naturel that when I cane to England as a 
‘voy for my education, in 1661, I wee placed under the guerdien- 
ehip of an old friend, and agent of the fantly, Sir Albert 
(abdella) Sassoon in London, and cultivated Jewish friends 
ineluding Colonel Goldanid.’ After leaving Oxford, while dabbling 
in journeliem, I net ur. Edward Fitegerald, who was then « roving 
correspondent of the "Daily on the Continent. He ha 
et Heral in Vienna and Constantinople end told me a good deal 
sbout hin end his Zionist ideas, which naturally interested me 
very mich. In London, I heard’ from Colonel Goldemid and other 
notable Jews about projected Jewish settlements in Palestine, 
El Arieh, Argentine and Kenye. Of course, I had read Byron, 
George Eliot and Oliphant about the Jews. ' Later, during my 
business travels in Eastern Burope end in xu I sew something 
of the Jewish centres and I always renenbercd my father had told 
me that wherever they were, the Jews never feiled each Passover 
to drink to "next year in the Lend of Iereel". 


Barly in 1915 I founded the Russia Society with the object 
of spreading knowledge of Russia ‘the British public as a 
means of improving Teletions between the two countries which 
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were allied in war, The Speaker of the House of Commons, Mr 

Lowther (now Lord ULlewater) was President ond nearly all’the 

Renbers of the Cabinet, including lfr,Churchili, were Vice- 
idente. Amongst the earliest of the distinguished members 

were Dr.J.HHertz, the Chi t 

Berg, Editor of the "Je 5 

hoped that better understanding between 


At the deginning of 1916, with the sanction of the British 
and Russian Governments, I was cppointed sy His Holiness the 
Armenian Catholikos, as’one of the five members of the Armenian 
National Delegation to take charge of the Armenian intereste 
during the war and after, I was also the accredited official 
representative in London beonuse the President, H-E.Boghae Nubar 
Pasha, ond the rennining menbers were located in Paris. 


In my official capacity I had frequent contacts with the 
Cabinet Office, the Foreign Office and the War Office, the French 
and other allied Enbeasies in London, and had also to’be in touch 
personally during visite to Paria, there and 
with the leading French authorities. among the matters I had to 
negotiate were the welfrre of the Armenian refugees from Turkey 

cal inter 


ting on the 1 


jotanta, 
Canada ond éleewhere were teing trained in Cyprus, and eventually 
11,000 of them fought under 4llenty with distinction in Palestine 
‘These questions brought me into close relation with Sir Mark Sykes, 
Under Secretary cf the Var Crbinet for the Near fast, and with Me 
Gout, hir oppomite number ot the Quai d'Orsay, and M. George 

Picot, Counsellor at the French Enbasey in London. 


During ove of ny visite to the wer Cabinet Office in Uhite 
hall Gerdene in the Yate nutumn of 1916, T found Sir Mark Syke: 
ese buoyant than usucl T hed know his fantly of old and 
our relations were unrestrained, I enquired what wns troubling 
him. He spoke of military dendlock in Prence, the growing menace 
of wubmorine warfare, the unsetisfectory situntion which wi 
developing in Rusaie’ and the genernl bleck outlook. He aleo told 
me thet the much publicised arnb revolt in the desert, which was 
intended to deal A mortal tlow to the Turks from within, was a 
dismal ond costiy failure.* The Cabinet war looking anxiously 
for United Stetes intervention. I naked him whet progress was 
being made in that direction. shook his herd glunly. 


Berly in the Var the Arete and their British fri 
pented thet they were in # position to render very gr 5: 
ence in the 1idd2e Zest, | fe zac on the strength of these repr 
sentatione and preteneions thet the promise contained in the Mac= 
Mahon letter to king Huseein was mode. It was subsequently 
found thet the irebe were unable to "deliver the goods" and the 
so-called "Revolt in the Desert" wes but a mirege. Their effort, 
at its maximum, never exceeded seven hundred tribesmen, but fre- 
quently lees then 300, who cercered nbout the desert some hundred 
of milee behind the fighting line reporting for duty on "pay dey" 
for this they received s remnerntion of £200,000 per month in 
actual gold, which was delivered to them at Akabah. Thie eum 
represented a remuneration for every one of the tribesmen of nore 
then the pay of n British Field Merehel. 

Lawrence hinself mede no secret of his profound disappoint— 
ment with the Arab fetlure to carry out their engagements. That 
Hussein end Peyzel were not in @ position to give any effective 
help was afterwards made abundantly clear by the fact that Ibn 
Saud was easily able to drive Hussein cut of hie kingdom. Sintler 


“precious little", ne replied. He hed thought of enlisting 
the substantial Jéwish influence in the United States, but 

een unable to do 90. Reports from America revenled @ very 
pro-Germen tendency emong the wealthy American Jewish bankere 
and bond issuing houses, nearly #11 of Germen origin, and emong 
Jewish journaliste who took their cue from them. He was sorely 
disappointed and puzzled thet two pisstons which hed been sent 
from Prence and Itely had completely feiled to hev effect. 
Tt appeared thet, she Tesrist persecution of the Jet 

terrible record of pogroms at every Fuseien retreat, hed made & 
deep impression. is the Germans had, on the contrary 

many army ordinances, especially in occupied Polend, @ great 
understending end sympathy for the Jewe, the pro-German tendency 
of these Jews of German origin could not be deflected. 


ir cial argument or consideration had the 
Allies put forward to win over Americen Jewry. Sir Mark replied 
that they hed mede use of the same argument as used elsewhere, vii 
thet we shall eventually win and it was better to be on the winning 
side. I informed him thet there wes a way to make American Jewry 
thoroughly provAlly, ond nake shen conscious thet, only an Allied 
victory could be of permanent benefit to Jewry all over the world. 
} eaid to him, "You ore going the wrong way about it. The well- 
to-do English’ Jews you meet end the Jewish clergy are not, the real 
leaders of the Jewish peuple. You have overlooked what the oa: 

of nationality means. Do you know of the Zionist Movement?” 

Sir Merk admitted ignorence of thie movement and I told him sone~ 
thing about 1t end concluded by seying, "You can win the sympathy 
of the Jews everywhere, in one way only, and that way ie by offer- 
ing to try ond secure Palestine for then.” 


nquired whet 5 


Sir Mark was teken aback and confessed thet what I hed told 
him was something quite new and most impressive. He would talk 
to me again about it: A dey or, two later he reverted to the sub- 
ject and again seid it wos most interesting, but there were very 
at difficulties. I did not kmow at the time the exact nature 

difficulties (it was only later that I heard of the 
‘cot Treaty with Pronce and useie.**) I suggested that 


* (continued) 
exaggerated Arab claims have, it may be noted, also been m 
fegarding their help in the present War. | Theee noisy claims, 
with nothing to back them up, remind me of en Eastern proverb 
(from the Talmud I believe), "in oyster shell in an empty barrel 
makes a loud noi 


© This seoret Treaty, signed in May 1916, divided Turkish 
territories in the Near Eest into three zones of influence, ont 
Palestine was to have been 
‘end Britain under some 
re Th 
not been intended 
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he should discuss it with Lord Milner, e member of the War 
Cabinet who wes known to take a large and imaginative view of 

the several Furopean nationalist issues reised by the War. He 
promised to do so mnd kept hic promise. He told me thet Lord 
Milner wee greatly interested to learn of the Jewish Netionaliet 
movement, but could not sce any possibilities of promising 
Palestine to the Jews, I replied that it seemed to me the 

only way to achieve the desired result, and mentioned that one 

of President Yiieon's most intimate friends, for whose humenit- 
erian views he had the greatert respect, was Justice Brendeis, 

of the Supreme Court, who wes e convinced Zionist. Sir Mark 
wes much interested in this new aspect and said he would check 

up on the metter, but he etill sew no possibility of the Wer 
Cabinet adopting my idea. I asked him why, od he replied, 

wwe cannot act without our Allies end I an afraid they would 
never agree". I then suggested that if the object was to seoure 
United States help, eurely the Allies would egré If he could 
obtein from the Wer Cabinet an assurance that help would be given 
towards securing Paleetine for the Jews, it was certain that Jews 
in ell neutral countries, especially the United States, would 
become pro-lritish and pro-;lly. He promised to put the question 
agein to Lord Wilner, with the fdditionnl arguments I hed suggest~ 
ed. 


About a week later he reported that Milner had informolly 
discussed the matter with his colleagues, and they were favourab: 
disposed to the idea. Of course they could not commit theme 
but advised thet I should open negotietions with the Zionist lead~ 
era, I replied that this wae, futile ag T, could not go te tn 
empty handed, I said I thought it would be sufficient if I were 
personally convinced of the sincerity of the Cabinet's intentions 
So that I could go to the Zionists and say, "If you help the 
Allies, you will hove the eupport of the Britten in securing 
Palestine for the Jews". This appealed to Sir Mork as erinently 
Yeasonable but he enw grave difficulties. France would have to 
de persuaded to support the idea of Prlestine for the Jews. Then 
there was the Vatican (Sir Mark himself wos n Catholic) which 
would oppose any scheme which meant placing the Christian Holy 
Places under Jewigh control. I replicd that these difficultier 
must be overcome if the Allice wanted the help of the United 
States. Palestine meant Jewish support which was becoming 
increasingly necessary. Sir Mark then raised the objection of 
the apparent nrathy of many Jowe to the idea of Paleotine and the 
opposition of others. I replied, "That is because you have not. 
met the other kind of Jews, who are remarkable types and intensely 
attached to the idea of Zion. There are tens of thousands, 
perhaps hundreds of thousands, of such Jews. The wealthy Jewish 
bankers of London are completely out of touch with then." Sir 
Mark undertook to report our conversation to the Cebinet. | He 
thought Lord Milner and George Barnes would understand. 4 day 
or two later, he informed me that the Cabinct hod agreed to my 
Guggestion mid authorized ne to open negotiations with the Zion= 

ote. 


Remembering my conversctions with Mr.L.J.Greonberg, the 
Editor of the "Jewish Chronicle", I wrote et once to him. 1 
told him that from information ih my posseseion I was sure the 
time had arrived when Jewry should ceese “eitting on the fence" 
and come down definitely on the side of the Allies end use all 
their influence, especially in the U.S.4., to secure an Allied 
victory, The Jews wanted Palestine and now was a chance to get 
it. Such en opportunity would herdly recur and it was the duty 
of every Zionist to aot quickly. I concluded by asking him if he 
could enable me to meet the leaders of the Zioniet Movement. 
Greenberg replied in an enthusiastic letter, inviting ne fore 

souseion, 


After I had told him the position ond of the favourable 
prospecte, he offered to arrange a necting between Dr. Weizmann 
nd the other leaders of the movement, ond myself. a Greenberg 
asked me to meet hin et Dr. Feizmann's house in {ddison Road end 
introduced me to Dr. Veizmann, ir. Sokolow and sone others whose 
names I do not remenber (I an'not sure if Dr. Tchlenow was there, 
but I met him leter). Dr. Weizmann had moved fron Manchester 
to London a few monthe previously and was working on explosives 
for the Admiralty and Ministry of Munitions. As is well known, 
he had invented an important process for the manufacture of 
acetone. Dr. Wuismann referred to his talks with C.P.Scott, 
Editor of the "Manchestcr Guardian", Kr.Lloyd George (then 
Minister of tiunitions) end Balfour (then head of the Admiralty) 
end aeked me what reesone I had for being convinced of success. 

I recounted the gist of my severel conversations with Sir Merk 
Sykes "md thot I had the Wer Cabinet's authority for my overtures. 
Dr. Weismenn was most interosted and asked hie colleeguee for 
their views. 411 of them, ond notably Mr. Sckolow, were soeptio= 
el and heeitant. Dut Dr. Weiemonn turned to me ogain and asked 
if I was really personally convinced that the Government seriously 
intended to make a promise of Pelestine in consideration of the 
help required fron fmerican Jewry, and if I would edviee them to 
accept, and I replied, "Yes, most certainly." Whereupon Dr. 
Weizmann shook hends with me soying, "I accept your advice", ani 
asked when he could meet Sir Mork Sykes. I soid if I could te 
phone to Sir Mark I might be able to fix 4t there and then. 
focordingly, T reng hin up; said I woe epenking from Dr. Vesenannt 
house and naked when I could bring him along. Sir Mark fixed 

the appointment for the very next day, which was a Sunday. 


My imprescion of Dr, Weizmann at this first moi 
men careful and yet quick to grasp the poseibilit: 
ston, Icoking ehead to the end of the process and 
etbacke on the wi His toll figure, his whole bearii 
ale face end keen eyes and his natural geniulity, made a er 
impression on me which hes not faded after nearly’ thirty years. 
The other gontlenen also struck me as cqually passionate and 
devoted workers for their cause. 


Dr. Weizmann was unable, owing to war duties, to accompany 
me to Buckingham Gate on the’next day to mect Sir'Mark Syk 
ut Mr.Sokolow, Mr. Greenberg and one or two other Zionist: 


attended, The results of the talk were very satisfactory. 
The first step was to inform Zioniet leadere in all parte of 
the world of the compact end Sir Marke they would be given 


immediate facilities for cables to be sent through the Foreign 
Office and War Office, vhrough the British Embassies and Consu- 
lates. 4 special detailed message was at once sent to Justice 


Brandeis in cipher through the Poreign Office. 


Purther telks were held in various Government Departments, 
at which Dr,Weizmenn was present. All these conversations to 
Place with the knowledge end approval of Sir Maurice (now Lord, 
Hankey, Secretary of the Cabinet. The talks resulted in a 
general understanding, which I called a "gentleman's agreement", 
that the Zionists should work for active Jewish sympathy and 
mupport for, the Allied cause, especially in the United States, 

80 a8 to about a radio: fed tendency in that count: 
and that the Sritieh Cabinet would helo the Jews to gain Palestine 
in return for this. 


‘The negotiations were now carried on in Sir Mark's room at 
the Foreign Office, to which the matter was referred by the War 
Cabinet for action. 


At that time one of the principal Under-Seoretaries at the 
Poreign Office wee Sir Ronald Greham, who worked in close confi- 
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dence with Sir Mark Sykes and who was of unfailing help during 
the whole time he was at the Foreign Office. The messag: 
which were sent to the Zionist leaders in Russia were intended 
to hearten them and obtain their support fo. the /llied cause 
which had been affected by Russien ill-treatment of the Jt 
Other messages were sent to Jewish leaders in neutral countries 
and the result was to strengthen the pro-illied sympathies of 
Jews everywhere. 4 striking exemple of the effect of the 
Message was reported to me from Petrograd. A wealthy end 
influential anti-Zioniet Jewish banker there was shown the te! 
gram announcing the provisional promise of Palestine to the Jews. 
He was very mich moved and said, “How oan a Jew refu 

giter" 


quest of Sir Mark Sykes I had en interview with 
Pasha, the representative in London of the Sharif 
gon Feisel, There were two other high Arab 
t. Although they had already some inkling from 
its in regard to Palestine, the; 
gave, then the 
ideration of their 
The} 


Hus 
officers pre 
dark of the new develo) 


But when I cxplained th 
jolved on it, they reluctantly agreed as th 


Ie oaeat ised ane witel deportance of american heise The fa 
that the mich vaunted Arab revolt had been of such emall dimen 
sions was not without ite effect on their decision, ‘They under= 
fook to raise no objections and said we could count on the Arab 
cadera agro the settled or ey, Da 
joecerteee*ef Bee's Ebwresce in London ahd dn’ Parie during’ the 
Wer, and with Peyzal and Lawrence during the Peace Conference, 

I found Lawrence entirely favourable and Feyzal reconciled to’ the 
bargain being carried out. The agreement signed by him with Dr. 
Woizmann about April, 1916, beers thie out. 


An informal Anglo-Zioniet gathering took place at the hi 
of Dr. Gaster on the 7th February, 1917, to meet Sir Mark Sykes 
and Herbert Samuel (now Lord Samuel), James de Rothschil: % 
Weizmann, Mr. Sokoiow, Dr. Tohlenow and Mr. Sacher and one or 
two others were present. My official duties prevented my atten~ 
dence. Dr. Weizmann was at that time too fully occupied with 
hie chemical work on behalf of the Government to be able to de- 
vote himself entirely to the Zionist negotiations, and moreover, 
as Mr. Sokolow was a member of the Zionist Executive, which Dr. 
Weizmann was not at the time, ur. Sokolow was deputed to continue 
fhe conversations with Sir Mark Sykes on behalf of the Zionist 

eaders. 


One of the friends who helped me very much in gaining support 
for the Zionist idea wae Mr.GdlcPitmaurive, the world fescue 
@ragoman of the British Embassy in Constantinople. He was 
devout and influential Catholic and believing that the suco 
Bionten would be beneficial to the world as well as to the Jews 

mae gave ne hie uy and the advantage of 
Moevdnvaiuable Counsel and rperience sii 4 ty approsches” 
to various quarters and negotiations with officiale and depart 


* Later I heard of an even more striking result of the message 
regarding Palestine for the Jews. The Jadidies of Meshed, in 
an, the’ point of aabraoing Telam en nasee when they heard of the 
alee ar 
SLED URL Seer hes Giese OF mes HH 
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mente concerned, It was he who won over Generel Sir Henry 
Wilson, Chief of Imperial Generel Staff, Generel Sir George 
Meodondgh, Director of Military Intelligence, and one of 
chief aseistents, Colonel W.H.Gribbon, 611 of whom contributed 
fo the auccess of the negotietions. 


During the oonverertions with Sir Mark Sykes, Fitsmaurice 
hed offered hie cesistence in gaining the concurrence of the 
Prenoh end Itclian Governments, end Oleo of the Vetioen. | Ae 
to Russie, he did not anticipete eny difficulties there if ell 
the other perties were greed, especirlly as Russie et that time 
wee on the verge of disintegration. 


After several talks with Sykes, it was found necessery that 
I should also disouss the metter with Georges Ticot, Counsellor 
at the Prench Bmbasay in London and in certein respects the 
ench colleegue end opposite number of Sykes in these matters 
ploot wae most underetending end eympethetic - not only to the 
dmmenians but cleo to the Jews, and wes post willing to help if 
he could. Dut he hed one great difficulty - with the sole and 
honourable exception of Brron Fdnond de fotnschild (to whom I 
9 introduced many yenrs ‘ous! Ur. George eld 03 
Yas SELLER Ewaoey La"Ferkesy cil Yue reeding Vows in France. 
were anti-Zioniete and scoffed et the idee that eny eppreciable 
number of Jewa would ever wart to go end settle in Palestine. 
Ficot wes told by them thet Zionism wes only tm idealistic 
obsession of m few Eastern European Jewish fenetical nationalists 
who themeelves would never go to Talestine, much less settle on 
the land there, It therefore required m good deal of cogent 
sremnent, which 1 happened to heve, to diesbuse hie mind Of that 
he had been told. 1 being done, he promised to help, and 
acting on hie suggestion I went to faris end discussed the matter 
eleo with M. Gout, at the time the Under Secretary at the Quai 
@*Orsay for Rastorn Affairs. As he was in closer contact with 
French Jewry even greater effort was needed to convince him and 
obtain promise of his help. ga matter of fact, until the lest 
minute Prench Jewry, represented by the powerful Alliance Tarael~ 
lle and’M. Digert, the Secretary of that Inatitution, 
ing every herve to’ sabotage the projeo' 


hh resigned and Mr.Lloyd George 
oiel to'the Zionist caure 


ieposed 
to understand the Zionist Movement. end I were 
greatly helped in gaining nie (later Lord 
Lothien), who was Lloyd George's Secretary end whose guidance in 
such matters he generally followed. 


Although I had already prepered the way in Paris to some 
extent for a review of the yalestine question, it was decided at 
the Poreign Office tl ‘Sokolow to Peris to 
‘being receit ay by M. M. Pichon and 

Tt was ‘On arrivel I reng 
up M. Ficot end arranged for Sokolow end my: 
house. After a long and satisfactory discussion, he 
see that we should be received by Pichon and de Marger’ 
he telephoned that, though difficult, the eppointment w 
for the following morning. Somehow’ the Allience Israelite and 
ite Sucretary, M. Bigert, had got to know about it end we learnt 
afterwards that until the lest moment they had thought they would 
be able to prevent it. put fortunately we had a staunon friend 

cot to t nothing miscarried, The Alliance Israelite 
tus ao cure Of thels inflachoe that at dizer they sould aot beLleve 
The news when, a few minutes after Sokolow's arrival at the 


8. 


Ques , sgme friends of theirs had telephoned and told them. 

Thad decided after all thet it would be better for Sokolow to 

alone, as I had reason to know that the Quai d'Orsay felt I might 

be pushing some British interest. They (the people of the 

Alliance) ‘kept on te: ‘to our room at the Hotel Heurice and 
Ba 


anew est sorti". When 
‘they aeked who waa speaking I replied, "Le Chet de Cabinet de son 
Excellence"! Mr. Sokolow was much amused when I told him of ny 
preotioal joke at their expense. Then a swarm of Jewieh noteb! 
Gownataire interrogcted me - moat of them I thought inwardly 

very pleased, though outwerdly wearing a mask of disappro~ 
val, like a father who rebukes his son for jumping a dangerous ob- 
stacle and at the sane tine over it. 


From Paris Sokolow went on to Rome, and in view of the ex- 
cellent arrangenents made ty Pitanaurice, it was not né 
me to go with hin. TI made sure, however, that he took with 
the indiepeneable frock coat and'silk hat. The result of the 
interview 1e well known, viz. the official announcement that the 
Pope had enid’ that the Yetican and the Jews would be good ne: 
doure in Palestine. Sykes nnd I had arranged with the Marquis 
Imperiali, in London, for Sokolow to be received aleo at the 
Quirinale’by Baron Sonnino, the Foreign Minieter 


AL these steps were tcken with the full knowledge and op- 
proval of Justice Brandeis, between whom and Dr. Weismann th 
was an nctive interchange of cebles. 


for 


‘The work wae making entisfactory tn the Spring of 
1917, when the United Statce entered the War. Sir Mark Sykes was 
very’ confident tret the promiee of the Goverment would be publicly 

onfirmed very ooon.  Unfortunctely, however, a number of very 
Tove setbacks occurred which delayed the matter and mede the 
of the declaration treable in tho Delance more than ono 
Well known, ‘there were very muy military and novel setbeoks 
in 1917 tnd the Cabinet wea fer too occupied with them to be able 
with the question of Palestine rnd the Jens. More 
was the information which renched us that one 


Might to prevent the promise being given.,” thie was 2dwin Mont 
The Secretney for india, hiseel? « Jew aad the son of Lord Smaythl 


(the Banker). 


ing 


A= 


the late Devid Alexander, K.C., President of the Board of Deputte 

acting through Iueien Wolf of the Conjoint Foreign Committee of 

‘these two bodies, gathered together a number of their colleagues 

and wrote to "The Times" protesting against the reported inten- 

Hon of the Government to\adopt a provZioniet policy in regard to 
ine. 


Fortunately, with the assistance of the editor of "The 
Times", Mr. Wickham Steed, who hed lived for years in Vienna, 
had met Herel and understood the Zionist Movement, we were able to 
Oounter thie move by publishing imediate replies’ from Chief Rabbi 
Dr. Herts, Lord Rothschild end Dr. Weizmann. ‘The Chief Rabbi's 
contribution was perticularly useful to counteract the views of 
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Glayde Montefiore, who wae know es c religious and eptritual 
eader. 


Lord swaythling and the League of British Jens continued 
their active opposition and sent a very able memorandum to the 
Cabinet, drafted by Iucien Wolf, disavowing the Zionist claims. 
Sir Mark and I diccuseed the position end the Zionist lead 
were advieed to take up the challenge re it wes cbsolutely 
Hal to convince the Cabinet thet inglo-Jewry wee Zioniet in 
eympathy end outlook, although their official spokesmen were anti- 
Zionist rapid campaign among the members of the Board of 
Deputies woe organised in order to prove thet Britieh Jewry was 
not anti-Zionist. 4 pro-Zionist resolution was introduced and 
carried by a lerge majority. This led to the resignation of the 
President, David Alexander, end the Vice-President, Mr. 5. 9. 
and the fact was duly reported in "The times" and the 
itieh press, and grectly impressed and influonced the 
Government. 


It 40 extraordinary to me how obstinetely these leading 
English Jews struggled to prevent the British Governnent from 
taking the promise, , They sere able to postpone the matter for 
Guite'a long time and finally the War Cabinet determined to take 
he opintontof the leaders of Jewry in thie country before ting 
ally deciding. "Although the umber of our friends in the Cabinet 
had” grom end now included Lloyd George, Balfour, Milner, Barne 
and Generel Smite, we were very apprehensive becmuse fr 
Soint of view of wealth and influence, the anti-ziontet Jens 

reatiy outweighed the few Zioniet lenders who were in Lon 
fhe enquiry from the War Cabinet (not the Foriegn Office) 
ones Teonard L. cohen, clau 
Montefiore, Sir Stuart Samue: “4 Rothsohild 
W. Sokolow, 
Léonard ohen, “claude vont 
ly. oppoeing the propo 
Vers ri Samuel, while not hostile, was not, 
tic, It we fortunate, therefore, that the 
‘ali the weight of hie ccclesinatical authority, 
‘tie reply in favour, Thie undoubtedly helped 
fhe Cabinet that the proposed declaration would 
e haived with enghueiaen by the vast majority of the Jewish 
people in the British Empire. I personally was very pl 
with thie because thie had been sy point of view from the very 
Beginning, and Sir Kark sykee wee cleo most happy with the reply 
of the Chief Rabbi. 


our method of operation fron the outset hnd been the follom 
ing. “Once the Governnent hed decided to adopt the pattern of 
Pritoniet policy, it beonse necessary $0 pick up the various 
Birande to be woven.in to the patterns "OF thea the most dmpor= 
tant was the work of enlichtennent regarding Zicniet aime, on 
which Dr. Weizmann hed been concentrating since the outbreak of 
The War. ‘Through the good offices of the late C.F. Soott, 
Hditor of the "Manchester Guaréian", the Late Professor Samel 
Alexander of Nenchester Univereity, Dr. Weismann had over @ period 
Of years, interested in the movencnt Mr. Lloyd George, Kr. Belfour, 
Yord Creme, Lord Cecil, Sir Herbert Semel, Pnilip Kerr, Professor 
C’k, Webeter, Sir konalé Graham, Colonel Meinertehagen and othe 
Di. Welsnann’hed elresdy discuated Zioniem with fir. Salfour as 
‘back ee 1906. * Books, pamphlets and articles were written and 


jeen= 


* In 1900-1903 Dr. Herel, the founder ond first Preeident 

of the Zionist Orgenisation, had been in direct contact with Joseph 
Chamberlsin and Lord Lansdowne. Both of these statesmen had 
shown understanding and eynpatiy for Zionism. 
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published by 0 emell group of Dr. Weiznann's sectriee and friends, 


when f Peooliect Hereer? siagbothan, fropeegor 
Stamos, reoglaeer MEREey SAAghce*Gs ase Aesee: farasl dnk“Robecce 
Siete’ and S, Tolkowaky. The inte Hertert Sidebothan was, the 
Jaecus military correspondent of the "Manchester Guardian” and 
ithe fines’ en eleo wro-e under the none of "Scrutator* in the 
SQbeerver®, “Hie articles and books strongly urging the Zionist 
Glaine hea'e greet following. the weekly publication “Palestine”, 
fhe organ of the British Peicetine Comittee, eatabliched in 
Untchester at the euggestion of Dr. Weisnann'at the end of 1916, 
Nae perticulerly helpful. Dr. Yeienann's om contacts with: 
Selentiste end Kinieters naturally Drought us a number of valuable 
Selenie, enong whon the late Sir Alfred Mond (Lord Melchett) 

Spectel mention.* 


rv 


another etrand wos the military provers, of the Unit of 
Zionist Volunts firet in Gallipoli in 1915 and leter in 
faleatines The credit for establishing the Jewish Unit belongs, 
fe everybody knowe, fo the late Vindinir Jebotineky, one of the 
moat remarkable Zioniet leaders I have ever net. | it wae in 
Gaguet, 1517, that he obtained the final consent from Lord Derby, 
onebenalf of the British Cabinet, to esteblieh the Jewish Unit 
and this aleo prepered the ground for the pro-Zioniet declaration 
which hnd been held back for #0 long. 


ft Yoh ear Eastern Campaign and 
han’ plan wae created with enthusionn bythe Intel series Depart= 


ret 
iro. Prom thet centre, 

consisting of net 
Palestine, he organised what 
seoret Intelligence Servic 
vioe to Allenby in hie gre: 
Aeronssohn had impressed itself on 
Military Intelligence, snd others, and helped to create a favours 
able ataosphere for the pro=Zion: 


‘the original draft of the Deolaretion was prepared by Dr. 
Yetsmann and hie friende in London in the sumer of 1917 at the 
Yastence of Sir Mark Sykes, and read (after various anendnente 
at the instance of the onti-Zionists) as follows: 


sty'e Government views with favour the 
in Palestine of National Home for the Jewish fince, ond will us 
{laPbest enteavoure to featiitate the schievenent of this objects 
{t"being clearly understood that nothiing shall be done which may 
ejugice, the chy and religious right of the exietiig Toei 

[eh commnities in Palestine, or the rights and politic), 
ttatue enjoyed in ey other country by such Jews who are fully 
Sontented with their existing nationality and oitizenship." 


Ronald Grahen to Brandeis in 
‘Fileon end to secure his 
to it end 


Fwee footnote page 1. 
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Towarde the end of October I heard from sir Mark Sykes 
that the declaration was likely to come up before the Cabin 
in view of satisfactory militery progress in Palestine. He 
asked me to wait for him in the vestibule of the War Cabinet end 
frrenged a code word to let me know the result. ie he come out 
he called out to me, "It's a boy", to indicate euccess. I heard. 
later from Sykes (end also from Mr. Ormsby Gore (now Lord Harlech)) 
thet Balfour, as Foreign Secretary, in a five minutes speech, 
convineingly expleined the value of the Declaration. In this he 
was strongly supported by Milner and Smute, as well as the Prime 
Minister. Thus the Wer Cabinet arrived et a unanimoug deciaion 
to issue the statement. I knew then that et inst, after many 
anxious weeks and months, my seed had borne fruit and that the 
Government had become an'ally of Zicnism. The Declaration is 
dated 2nd November, 1917, and is known to history as the Dalfour 
Declaration. The'final’text, as published, was communicated in 
@ letter from Mr. Belfour to Lord Rothechild, ond was as follows: 


"His Majesty's Government view with fevour the esteblishnent 
in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people, and will 
use their best endeavours to facilitate the achievement of this 
object, it deing clearly understood that nothing shall be done 
which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing 
non-Jewish communities in Patestine or the rights and political 
status enjoyed ty Jews in any other country.” 


By desuing thie declaration the British Government duly 
carried out - ae T had all along been convinced they would - ite 
gbligation to promise British help for the Jeys to obtain 
Palestine. It 19 therefore strictly correct for Professor 
‘Temperley, the official historian of the Paris Peace Conference, 
rive the Balfour Declaration ae "a definite contract bet= 
reat Britein and Jewry".** The consideration for thie 
had already been given by the Jewe before November 2nd, 


When I look back on that strenuous struggle I feel happy 
indeed that a kind Providence gave me the opportunity to place 
all my personal and official connections freely and fully at the 
@lepoeal of my Zionist friends, Thue I was able to be of some 
service to the Jewieh people et a great historic moment. In 80 
doing t ner I was acting in tae vest interests of Britain and 
for the good of the world. 


Although in a letter to me Dr, Weizmann has recognized my 
Anitiative in this work, I think it only fair to state that 
without his dynamic and persuasive personality, and without his 
quick and couragcous decisions tehind the scenes end the impor- 
tant secret and hazardous missions he succcssfully undertook, we 
might not have st:ccecded at all. he took the lead throughout 
andvas regarded by ell who came into contact with himas the 


Footnote from previous rage. 

* “sir Alfred Mond, according to Wickham Steed, former Editor 
of "The Times", in his autobiography "Through Thirty Years" 
(London 1922), 'vol. 2,7.392, wae told by Ludendorff after the 
first World war that the Balfour Declaration was the cleverest 
thing done by the Allies in the way of propaganda, and that he 


shad Ge ad fs it 

esrad Germeny vee Spoveet Ss éLeR*TE touchi*oteh dermen eset ote 
early in the wer about Palestine, but the digcussions were broken 
off when the German Government made it a condition that the 
Lenguege of the Jews who went there suet be German. 


‘** "History of the Peace Conference in Paris (London 1920). 
Vol. Yi. Page 173. 
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one man who could decide for the Movement. He was particularly 
fortunate in that Mrs, Weizmann shared and supported his efforte 
to the fullest extent. * 


I have it from a good euthority thet as scones Mr. Churchill 
became Prine Minister Dr. Yeizmann was anxi e him, but 
Churchill kept putting the meeting off and when asked why he was 
Feluctant, to give an eppointaent, he said, “I know he will oon 
vince me." 


This was a great tribute from the greatest of British ieadere 
to Weismann, the most outstanding Jewish figure in modern tines. 


* Ever mindful of the dictum of Marcus Aurelius that "no 
general. however great, can take a fortre without assistance", 
it has been my purpose to mention the names of all those who 
direotly or indirectly contributed to the success of my endeavou1 
If perol name has been omitted, or if no exact dat have 
been given, it is because some of my records were destroyed by 
enemy action. Indeed, while writing this lest footnote 

windows are being violently rattled oy explosions of the Flying 
bombs which are falling hard by my abode Palace Gate, London, 
‘W.8., England. July, 1944. 


